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Appendix 3: Sample ground safety regulations 
Regulations
These Ground Regulations are in place to safeguard the safety, health, and welfare of everyone in and around the ground. Entry to the ground and remaining within it are subject to these regulations and any conditions printed on the ticket or displayed at entrances. By entering the ground, all persons are considered to have accepted these regulations.  
Ground Management reserves the right of admission and the right to refuse entry or require any person to leave the ground where it is deemed necessary for safety, security, or good order. No refund shall be payable if a person is refused entry or removed for breaching these regulations.  
All persons in the ground must follow the lawful instructions of stewards, Ground Management, and the police (Gardaí/PSNI), and must comply with information provided over the public address system or on screens regarding safety and emergency procedures. 
All persons entering the grounds agree to screening and search procedures that may be conducted by authorised stewards, security personnel or the police (Gardaí / PSNI). This may include bag searches, personal searches carried out with consent, and the use of walk-through or hand-held metal detectors. Anyone who refuses to comply with search or screening procedures may be denied entry or removed from the premises.  
A valid ticket, accreditation, or other authorisation is required for every person entering the ground, including children and infants, unless Ground Management has clearly stated an exception. Tickets must be produced for inspection on request. Counterfeit, altered, cancelled, or defaced tickets are invalid and may be retained by Ground Management.  
Prohibited behaviours
The following behaviour is strictly prohibited and may result in refusal of entry, removal from the ground, reporting to the police (Gardaí / PSNI), and/or a ground ban: 
Entering onto the pitch or any playing area, or attempting to do so, without express authorisation. 
Climbing on any structure, including stands, fences, floodlight towers, pylons, roofs or any other building or installation. 
Throwing any object within the ground, whether or not it causes injury or damage. 
Remaining, standing or loitering in gangways, aisles, steps, vomitories, stairwells, access routes or other circulation areas contrary to the directions of stewards. 
Engaging in violence or threatening behaviour, including fighting, attempting to fight or inciting others to do so. 
Using or displaying racist, sectarian, homophobic, transphobic, misogynistic or other discriminatory or abusive language, chants, signs, imagery or gestures. 
Harassing or abusing players, match officials, staff, volunteers, stewards, emergency services or other spectators. 
Damaging, defacing or misusing any part of the ground, furniture, equipment, signs or vehicles. 
The following items are prohibited and may be confiscated, retained, destroyed or handed to the police (Gardaí / PSNI) as appropriate. Possession of such items may lead to refusal of entry or removal from the ground: 
Fireworks, flares, smoke canisters, pyrotechnics, distress signals and any other article that produces smoke, flame or explosion. 
Bottles, glasses, cans or other rigid containers, except where specifically permitted by Ground Management in certain areas and subject to conditions. 
Knives, weapons, offensive articles, tools, or any item which, in the opinion of Ground Management, stewards or the police (Gardaí / PSNI), could be used as a weapon or to cause damage or injury. 
Drones, unmanned aircraft, remote-controlled devices and associated equipment. 
Large flags, banners or poles which have not been expressly authorised, or any flag, banner or display that contains offensive, discriminatory or political text or imagery. 
Laser pointers, air horns and other items that may cause nuisance, confusion or distraction, unless expressly authorised. 
Any other item which Ground Management reasonably considers to present a risk to safety, security or good order. 
Alcohol and drugs
Bringing alcohol into the ground without permission is prohibited. Where alcohol is sold or supplied in the ground, it may only be consumed in designated areas and in accordance with the relevant licence conditions.  
Persons who are, or appear to be, drunk or under the influence of alcohol or drugs may be refused entry or removed from the ground. 
The possession, use, supply or attempted supply of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited and will be reported to the police (Gardaí / PSNI). 
Smoking, vaping and nicotine-inhaling products
In line with applicable public health and workplace legislation, smoking tobacco and the use of e-cigarettes or other nicotine-inhaling products is prohibited in all enclosed or substantially enclosed areas of the ground, including stands, internal concourses, toilets, hospitality areas and other indoor spaces. 
Ground Management may designate specific outdoor smoking areas. Smoking or vaping is only permitted in these signed areas. 
Anyone who smokes or vapes outside designated areas may be instructed to stop, to move to a designated area, or to leave the ground. 
CCTV/Recording
For safety and security purposes, CCTV and other audio-visual recording systems operate in and around the ground. By entering the ground, all persons consent to being filmed, photographed or recorded for the purposes of safety, security, crime prevention, crowd management, and the proper management of the event. Recordings may be used as evidence in any investigation or proceedings. 
Prohibition of unauthorised commercial activities 
No person may engage in commercial activities, sell or offer for sale any goods, tickets or services, distribute leaflets or promotional material, or collect money within the ground or its immediate surroundings without the prior written consent of Ground Management. 
Breaches
Any breach of these regulations, or any behaviour that in the reasonable opinion of Ground Management, stewards or the police (Gardaí / PSNI) may compromise safety, security or good order, may result in: 
Refusal of entry or removal from the ground, with reasonable force used only where necessary and proportionate. 
Confiscation of prohibited items. 
Reporting to the police (Gardaí / PSNI) and possible criminal prosecution. 
The issue of a suspension or ban from future events at the ground or other grounds as determined by the relevant organising body. 
Ground Management may amend these Ground Regulations from time to time. Updated regulations will be displayed at the ground and may be published on the relevant website or on tickets. 
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