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Appendix 10: Water safety guidelines
Introduction
This appendix provides guidance on water safety at GAA venues, covering drinking water provision, water quality management, and prevention of waterborne illness. Ground Management must comply with applicable drinking water regulations and health and safety legislation.
 1. Legal Framework
Applicable legislation:
European Union (Drinking Water) Regulations 2023 (S.I. No. 99/2023)
Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005
National Guidelines for the Control of Legionellosis in Ireland (2009), Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) 
In the North:
Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017
Health and Safety at Work (Northern Ireland) Order 1978
HSE L8 ACOP: Legionnaires' disease – The control of Legionella bacteria in water systems
2. Drinking Water Provision
2.1 Water Points
A minimum of one drinking point per 1,000 persons is recommended. Water points should be conveniently accessible, clearly signposted, and positioned away from toilet facilities.
2.2 Water Source
Drinking water should be from the mains supply. Where mains water is unavailable or continuity is uncertain, stored water may be used if properly protected, supervised, and sampled for potability. 
- Minimum stored water: 4.5 litres per person per day.
2.3 Dispensing Facilities
Water should be dispensed through standpipes with spring-loaded taps, adequate waste drainage, and suitable non-slip surfaces.
 
3. Water Quality
3.1 Testing and Monitoring
Ground Management should ensure regular water quality testing in accordance with EU Drinking Water Regulations 2023 (S.I. No. 99/2023). In the North, comply with Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations (NI) 2017.
Maintain records of water quality test results, sampling dates and locations, remedial actions, and tank inspection schedules.
4. Legionella Control
Legionella bacteria can multiply in water systems and cause serious respiratory illness. Ground Management must assess and control Legionella risks.
4.1 Risk Assessment
A competent person should conduct a Legionella risk assessment for all water systems, including hot and cold water, showers, cooling towers, and water features. The assessment should identify sources of risk, people at risk, and required control measures.
4.2 Control Measures
Temperature control:
Hot water stored at 60°C or higher, distributed at 50°C or higher
Cold water stored and distributed below 20°C
System management:
Remove dead legs (redundant pipework)
Flush infrequently used outlets weekly
Clean and disinfect water tanks regularly
Prevent stagnation
Monitoring:
Monthly temperature monitoring at sentinel taps
Quarterly microbiological testing where appropriate
Annual system inspection and review
4.3 Records and Responsibilities
Appoint a responsible person to manage Legionella control. Implement a written control scheme and maintain records of monitoring, testing, and maintenance. Review risk assessment every two years or when changes occur.
 
Guidance:
National Guidelines for the Control of Legionellosis in Ireland (2009), HPSC, and HPSC National Guidelines.
In the North: HSE L8 ACOP and HSG 274 series.
5. Sanitary Provision
5.1 Toilet Provision
Toilets should conform to local authority requirements and Building Regulations. Consider anticipated spectator numbers, gender distribution (approximate 70% male / 30% female guidance, though it varies by event), accessibility needs, and peak demand periods.
Temporary facilities may be required for major fixtures. Chemical toilets are acceptable only when the main drainage is unavailable.
5.2 Location and Design
Toilet facilities should be:
Conspicuous and easily accessible
On dry ground with non-slip, well-drained approaches
Equidistant from all parts of the ground
Well signposted ("Ladies"/"Mná", "Gents"/"Fir") and illuminated
Positioned to not obstruct escape routes
Accessible facilities must be near wheelchair accommodation areas.
5.3 Hygiene and Maintenance
Provide wash hand-basins, soap dispensers, hand-drying facilities, and waste bins. Ensure adequate lighting, ventilation, and regular cleaning.
Each toilet block should have a supervisor to marshal crowds, monitor cleanliness, and report defects. Maintain sufficient staff for emergency repairs and adequate consumable supplies.
6. Maintenance Schedules
Event Days:
Visual inspection of water points and toilets, check water pressure, and ensure facilities are stocked and functional.
Weekly:
Flush unused outlets, clean water dispensers, inspect tanks, and check for leaks.
 
Monthly:
Temperature monitoring at sentinel taps, review maintenance records.
Quarterly:
Microbiological testing (where required), clean shower heads and aerosol fixtures.
Annually:
Comprehensive system inspection, clean and disinfect tanks, review Legionella risk assessment, test water quality, and service treatment equipment.
7. Record Keeping
Maintain records of:
Water quality test results and certificates
Legionella risk assessments and reviews
Temperature monitoring and flushing logs
Maintenance and inspection records
Cleaning schedules and completion records
Incident reports
Retain records for at least five years.
8. Emergency Procedures
Water quality failure:
Cease use of affected outlets immediately
Notify the local authority and public health authorities
Post warning signage
Provide alternative supply (bottled water if necessary)
Investigate, remediate, and retest before returning to use
Water system failure:
Activate contingency plans (stored water, bottled water, tanker supply)
Inform the Event Controller and spectators
Consider postponement if critical facilities are unavailable
Suspected waterborne illness outbreak:
Notify public health authorities immediately
Cooperate with the investigation
Preserve water samples if requested
Intensify hygiene measures
 
Notes
Water safety involves Ground Management, local authorities, and public health agencies. Regular communication ensures compliance and protects public health.
 Where specialist advice is needed, engage competent professionals such as water hygiene specialists, environmental health officers, or consulting engineers.
Ground Management should verify current regulatory requirements with local authorities and consult cited legislation and codes of practice.
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