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Appendix 1: Legislation and guidance 
This appendix provides key legislation and guidance for grounds management when developing and maintaining a safety management system. It is not comprehensive and does not substitute for legal advice. Grounds should ensure they refer to the most current Acts, regulations, and guidance. 
Ground Management should maintain a local register of legislation, which should be regularly reviewed. 
1. Core health and safety law 
Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 
Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General Application) Regulations 2007 and later amendments 
In the North; 
Health and Safety at Work (Northern Ireland) Order 1978 
Associated regulations and codes of practice 
HSENI and district council guidance 
Ground Management should ensure arrangements align with HSENI requirements and local enforcement practice. 
These laws and regulations set out the general duties for safeguarding employees, volunteers, contractors, and members of the public. 
2. Fire safety and emergency management 
Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003 
Licensing of Indoor Events Act 2003 
Framework for Major Emergency Management and local and regional major emergency plans 
These set duties for fire prevention, safe evacuation and coordination with emergency services. 
In the North; 
Fire and Rescue Services (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 

Fire Safety Risk Assessment guidance for Large Places of Assembly issued by NIFRS 
Fire safety enforcement by district councils and NIFRS 
These apply to stadiums, regulated stands and other public assembly spaces. 
3. Spectator safety and sports grounds 
Code of Practice for Safety at Sports Grounds 
Code of Practice for Safety at Outdoor Pop Concerts and Other Outdoor Musical Events 
In the North; 
Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/313 (N.I. 2)) 
Associated Designation and Regulated Stands regulations 
The Northern Ireland Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds (2nd edition) 
Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds (Green Guide), 6th edition 
The Red Guide supports the safety certification regime. The Green Guide provides design and management good practice. 
These documents cover capacity assessment, structural safety, stewarding, control room functions and emergency planning. 
4. Building, construction and the physical environment 
Building Regulations and Building Control Regulations, including the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (S.I. No. 229 of 2021) and all amendments in force 
Construction-related duties under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work legislation
Planning and Development (Licensing of Outdoor Events – Planning and Development Act 2000) Regulations 2025 (S.I. No. 37 of 2025) 
In the North; 
Building Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 (S.R. 2012/192) and all amendments currently in force 
Technical Booklets that support the Building Regulations 
These apply to stands, terraces, turnstiles, concourses, temporary structures and any alteration works. 
The 2025 Outdoor Events Regulations set requirements for pre-application consultation with local authorities before an outdoor event licence can be sought under the Planning and Development Act 2000. 
Ground Management should confirm the most current amendment to the Building Control Regulations in force at the time of any works, consulting the Building Control Management System (https://nbco.nbco.localgov.ie/) and the Building Control Northern Ireland portal (buildingcontrol-ni.com) for the North. 
5. Security, vetting, tobacco and related duties 
Private Security Services Act 2004 
Private Security Services (Amendment) Act 2021 
National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 
Public Health (Tobacco) Acts 2002 to 2024, including the Public Health (Tobacco Products and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Act 2023, and related regulations 
In the North; 
Private Security Industry Act 2001, with licensing administered by the Security Industry Authority (SIA) 
Covers security guards, CCTV operators and event security 
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups (Northern Ireland) Order 2007, with vetting through AccessNI 
Smoking (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006 No. 2957 (N.I. 20)) 
Tobacco and Related Products Regulations 2016 
Enforcement of smoke-free and tobacco legislation by district councils 
These apply to licenced security personnel, roles involving contact with children or vulnerable persons, and tobacco controls on-site. 
Ground Management should confirm that all security and safeguarding arrangements comply with the standards for the area where staff operate. 
6. Food safety, drinking water, environmental health and noise 
Food safety law is administered through the Food Safety Authority of Ireland, with enforcement carried out by HSE Environmental Health Officers and the Health and Safety Authority.
FSAI guidance, including “Safe Food to Go” 
Environmental and noise control provisions under the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992 
In the North; 
Food Safety (Northern Ireland) Order 1991 
Regulation (EC) 852/2004 on food hygiene as applied in the North 
Drinking water oversight under the Water and Sewerage Services (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, monitored by the Drinking Water Inspectorate 
Noise control under the Noise Act 1996, Environmental Noise Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006 and district council powers under the Pollution Control and Local Government (NI) Order 1978 
Environmental health enforcement by district councils 
These apply to catering, drinking water provision, waste management and noise at events. 
Grounds must ensure that concessionaires and catering partners comply with district council licensing and inspection requirements. 
7. Aviation, drones and airspace 
Irish Aviation Authority regulations for unmanned aircraft systems 
EASA rules for Open, Specific and Certified drone categories 
In the North; 
Air Navigation Order 2016 (as amended) 
UK Civil Aviation Authority requirements 
CAA airspace restrictions around stadiums, critical infrastructure and event zones 
Organisers should confirm airspace status and drone operator requirements before any drone deployment. 
8. Non-statutory but helpful guidance 
Non-statutory documents widely used include: 
Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds (Green Guide), 6th edition 
The Event Safety Guide (Purple Guide) 
Temporary Demountable Structures: Guidance on Procurement, Design and Use 
BS 7671 and supporting electrical installation standards 
These documents support stewarding arrangements, temporary structures, medical provision, staging, technical production, and event organisation. 
9. Useful online resources 
Health and Safety Authority (HSA): www.hsa.ie 
Food Safety Authority of Ireland: www.fsai.ie 
Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland (HSENI): www.hseni.gov.uk
Irish Statute Book: www.irishstatutebook.ie
Legislation for NI: www.legislation.gov.uk 
Fire Ireland: https://www.fireireland.ie/ 
Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service: www.nifrs.org 
Sports Grounds Safety Authority: http://www.sgsa.org.uk 
National Building Control Office: https://nbco.nbco.localgov.ie/ 
Building Control Northern Ireland: http://www.buildingcontrol-ni.com 
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