
 Waste Segregation

WASTE SEGREGATION REFERS TO THE SEPARATION 
OF WASTE AT SOURCE WHICH ALLOWS FOR RECYCLING 
AND COMPOSTING OF SUITABLE WASTE TO TAKE PLACE. 

This document gives guidance and tips on how to segregate waste in 
Green Clubs. All clubs should have at minimum a service for the collection 
of both Recyclable Waste and General Waste. In addition, clubs that 
produce food waste should have an additional Food Waste collection.

The best place to segregate waste is at source, as this ensures that all 
materials will end up in the correct waste stream, which will allow for 
the maximum value to be gained from waste as a resource.

Waste Segregation Awareness Materials

To ensure uniformity across all clubs, it is recommended that 
waste segregation awareness materials produced by mywaste.

 ie Ireland’s official guide to waste be used to ensure that all 
club members and patrons correctly segregate waste arising 
on site.

Materials clearly outlining items suitable for recyclable, food 
and general waste streams, in addition to information on 
special waste streams, is available, and includes, posters and 
bin, booklets and short animations.  

Posters and bin labels are available in English, Irish and 
bilingually and come in various shapes and sized, with options 
on double strip or full adhesive. 

All materials can be downloaded or ordered free of charge 
from www.mywaste.ie/business/

Recyclable Waste
All dry materials, including 
plastic bottles, cans, paper 
and cardboard should all 
be placed in designated 
bins for recyclable 
materials and every effort 
should be made to ensure 
that all items are placed 
in the recycling bin, clean, 
dry and loose.

Food Waste
Fruit peels, leftovers, uncooked food, 
coffee grounds or tea should go in a 
food waste bin, which should be located 
in the kitchen or function area of your 
club. Line bins with a compostable liner 
containing the EN13432 standard. 
Clubs should make arrangements with 
waste contractors to ensure regular 
collection of food waste bins, as 
required.

General Waste
Other waste including  
wastes electrical and 
electronic items, batteries etc 
should be brought to your local 
Reycling Centre or Civic Amenity 
Site. Further information of what 
to do with your waste is available 
from www.mywaste.ie/page-what-
to-do-with/

How to reduce 
business waste

Food
To prevent food wastage, offer different portion sizes, 
remove unpopular menu choices and ensure good 
stock rotation.

Packaging
Where possible, ensure all purchasing contracts 
have a measure put in place to reduce and prevent 
packaging. Try to reduce packaging by asking suppliers 
to cut down on product packaging and request 
suppliers to take back bulky packaging items such 
as pallets and cardboard.

Refills
Where possible, use refillable dispensers such as 
soap dispensers and use refill toner cartridges for 
printers, copiers.

Cleaning products
Endeavour to purchase non-toxic cleaning products 
to avoid hazardous waste disposal.

Sourcing
Try to source products locally and check that they are 
from a renewable source and/or a recycled material. 
Where waste cannot be prevented then efforts should 
be made to minimise it or segregate it so that it is 
suitable for recycling.

Cardboard
Where possible, change to reusable packaging for 
daily deliveries and always ensure cardboard is kept 
clean and dry and segregated for recycling.

Paper
Print on both sides of the paper and set printers to 
print double sided as the default setting. Use email 
instead of leaving notes. Where appropriate, 
store data electronically rather than paper copies. 
Shredded paper can be reused for packages. 
Reuse interoffice envelopes, file folders and boxes.

Equipment
Purchase durable equipment to increase the
life-cycle of a product. Buy products that are
guaranteed by a warranty or alternatively lease
equipment as appropriate.

Batteries
Use rechargeable batteries where possible.

Cooking oil
Install equipment in kitchens to filter cooking oil 
so it can be reused.

Furniture
Repair and donate old furniture and equipment. 
Check out www.crni.ie for further information.

Crockery
Where possible use ceramic instead of polystyrene 
or plastic.

Glass
Glass should be chosen over plastic as it is easier
to recycle.
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How to set up your waste 
management system

All bins in your business should be clearly
marked – eg. recyclable, food or general.

Posters should be used to further outline accepted 
materials – bin stations could include any combination 
of materials, however the most common would include 
receptacles for recyclable waste, food waste and 
general waste.

You’ll find a complete list of items suitable for each 
waste type over the coming pages.

11

Most businesses can separate their waste management system into these four streams:

Depending on your sector, some of the following streams may also apply to your business:

recyclables food general glass

batteries WEEE hazardous 
waste

waste 
cooking oil

light
fittings

clear film /
coloured film
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